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for chewing, —intr. Dentistry. To close so that the cusps fit 
together. Used of the teeth of the upper and lower jaws. [Latin 
occlUdere : ob-, intensive pref.; see OB- + claudere, to close.] 
— oc-clud'ont adj. 

OC*clud*ed front (a-kloo'dld) n. Meteorology. The front 
formed when a cold front occludes a warm front. 

OC'dU'Sal (a-kldo'zal, -sal) adj. Of or relating to occlusions of 
the teeth, especially the chewing or biting surfaces: occlusal wear. 

OC*clu*sion (a-kloo'zhan) n. l.a. The process of occluding, 
b. Something that occludes. 2. Medicine. An obstruction or a 
closure of a passageway or vessel. 3. Dentistry. The alignment of 
the teeth of the upper and lower jaws when brought together. 4. 
Meteorology, a. The process of occluding air masses, b. An oc- 
cluded front. 5. Linguistics. Closure at some point in the vocal 
tract that blocks the flow of air in the production of an oral or a 
nasal stop. [From Latin occl&sus, past participle of occluder e, to 
occlude. See occlude.] 

OC*du*sive (a-kloo'slv, -zlv) adj. Occluding or tending to oc- 
clude, —occlusive n. Linguistics. An oral or a nasal stop. 

OC*Cult (a-kulf, ok'ult') adj. 1. Of, relating to, or dealing with 
supernatural influences, agencies, or phenomena. 2. Beyond the 
realm of human comprehension; inscrutable. 3. Available only to 
the initiate; secret: occult lore. See Synonyms at mysterious. 4. 
Hidden from view; concealed. 5. a. Medicine. Detectable only by 
microscopic examination or chemical analysis, as a minute blood 
sample, b. Not accompanied by readily detectable signs or symp- 
toms: occult carcinoma, —occult n. Occult practices or tech- 
niques: a student of the occult, —occult (a-kulf) v. -cult«ed, 
-cult*ing, -cults. — tr. 1. To conceal or cause to disappear from 
view. 2. Astronomy. To conceal by occultation: The moon oc- 
culted Mars. — intr. To become concealed or extinguished at reg- 
ular intervals: a lighthouse beacon that occults every 45 seconds. 
[Latin occultus, secret, past participle of occwlere, to cover over. 
See kol- 1 in Appendix.] — occult My adv. — oc«cult'ness n. 

OC*Cul*ta*tion (6k'Gl-tfi'shan) n. 1. The act of occulting or 
the state of being occulted. 2. Astronomy, a. The passage of a 
celestial body across a line between an observer and another ce- 
lestial object, as when the moon moves between the earth and the 
sun in a solar eclipse, b. The progressive blocking of light, radio 
waves, or other radiation from a celestial source during such a 
passage, c. An observational technique for determining the po- 
sition or radiant structure of a celestial source so occulted: a lunar 
occultation of a quasar. [Middle English occultacion, from Latin 
occult&tid, occultdtidn-, from occultdtus, past participle of occuJ- 
t&re, frequentative of occulere, to conceal. See occult.] 

OC* cult* ism (a-kulniz'am, fik'ul-) n. 1. The study of the su- 
pernatural. 2. A belief in occult powers and the possibility of 
bringing them under human control. — oc» cult '1st n. 

OC*CU*parvcy (ok'ya-pan-s£) n., pi. -cies. l.a. The act of 
occupying or the condition of being occupied, b. The state of 
being an occupant or a tenant. 2. a. The period during which one 
owns, rents, or uses certain premises or land. b. The use to which 
something occupied is put: a building for commercial occupancy. 
3. Law. The act of taking possession of previously unowned prop- 
erty with the intent of obtaining the right to own it. 

OC*CU*pant (6k'ya-pant) n. 1 . One that occupies a position or 
place: the occupant of the honorary professorial chair; the occu- 
pants of a beehive. 2. One who has certain legal rights to or 
control over the premises occupied; a tenant or an owner. 3. 
Law. One that is the first to take possession of something previ- 

• ously unowned. 

OC*CU*pa*tion (dk'ya-pfi'shan) n. Abbr. occ. l.a. An activ- 
ity that serves as one's regular source of livelihood; a vocation, b. 
An activity engaged in especially as a means of passing time; an 
avocation. 2. a. The act or process of holding or possessing a 
place, b. The state of being held or possessed. 3. a. Invasion, 
conquest, and control of a nation or territory by foreign armed 
forces, b. The military government exercising control over an 
occupied nation or territory. [Middle English occupacioun, from 
Old French occupacion, from Latin occvpfirid", occitpfirt'Sn-, from 
occupdtus, past participle of occup&re, to occupy. See occupy.] 

OC • CU • pa - lion • a I (6k ' ya-pfi ' sha-nal) adj. Of, relating to, or 
caused by engagement in a particular occupation: occupational 
hazards. — oc'cu-pa'tion«al«ly adv. 

Occupational disease n. A disease, such as byssinosis or 
black lung, resulting from the conditions of a person's work, 
.trade, or occupation. 

Occupational medicine n. The branch of medicine that 
deals with the prevention and treatment of diseases and injuries 
occurring at work or in specific occupations. 

Occupational therapy n. Abbr. OT The use of productive 
or creative activity in the treatment or rehabilitation of physically 
or emotionally disabled people, —occupational therapist n. 

OC'CU'py (ok'ya-pl') tr.v. -pled, -pylng, -pies. 1. To fill up 
(time or space): a lecture that occupied three hours. 2. To dwell 
or reside in. 3. To hold or fill (an office or a position). 4. To 
seize possession of and maintain control over by or as if by con- 
quest. 5. To engage, employ, or busy (oneself). [Middle English 
occtipien, alteration of Old French occuper, from Latin occupdre, 
to seize : oo-, intensive pref.; see OB- + capere, to take; see kap- 
in Appendix.) — oc'cypi'er n. 

OC*CUr (a-kQr') inrr.u. -curred, -cur* ring, -curs. 1. To take 
place; come about. See Synonyms at happen. 2. To be found to 



exist or appear: Heavy rains occur during a summer monsoon. 3. 
To come to mind: The idea never occurred to me. [Latin occurrere 
: ob-, toward; see OB— + currere, to run; see kers- in Appendix.] 
OC*CUr*rence (a-kur'ans) n. 1. The act or an instance of oc- 
curring. 2. Something that takes place, —oc- cur' rent adj. 
1 1. 1 

SYNONYMS: occurrence, happening, event, incident, episode, cir- 
cumstance. These nouns all refer to something that takes place or 
comes to pass. Occurrence and happening are the most general: an 
everyday occurrence; a happening of no great importance. Event 
usually signifies a notable occurrence: The events of the day are 
reported on the evening news. "Great events make me quiet and 
calm; it is only trifles that irritate my nerves'* (Victoria). Incident 
may apply to a minor occurrence: Errors are inescapable incidents 
in the course of scientific research. The term may also refer to a 
distinct event of sharp identity and significance: His debut at Car- 
negie Hall was the first of a succession of exciting incidents in his 
life. An episode is an incident in the course of a progression or 
within a larger sequence: "Happiness was but the occasional ep- 
isode in a general drama of pain" (Thomas Hardy). Circumstance 
in this comparison denotes a particular incident or occurrence: 
"What schoolboy of fourteen is ignorant of this remarkable cir- 
cumstance?" (Macaulay). 

O-cean (O'shan) n. 1. Abbr. oc. The entire body of salt water 
that covers more than 70 percent of the earth's surface. 2. Often 
Ocean. Abbr. O, O., Oc. Any of the principal divisions of the 
ocean, including the Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian oceans, their 
southern extensions in Antarctica, and the Arctic Ocean. 3* A 
great expanse or amount: "that ocean of land which is Russia" 
(Henry A. Kissinger). [Middle English occean, from Old French, 
from Latin dceanus, from Greek Okeanos, the god Oceanus, a 
great river encircling the earth.] 

0*cean*ar«i*um (6'sha-nar'e-am) n., pi. -hums or -i«o 
(-§-a). A large aquarium for the study or display of marine life. 

O a Cea*naut (6'sha-ndf, -not') n. See aquanaut. 

O'Cean 'front (6'shan-frunt') n. Land bordering an ocean: 
Condominiums crowd the oceanfront. —attributive. Often used 
to modify another noun: oceanfront cottages; oceanfront prome- 
nades. 

0*cean*gO*ing (6 'shan-g6'Ing) adj. Made or used for ocean 
voyages. 

0*ce*an«i a a (6'sh5-an'§-a, -fi'n€-a, -a'nS-a). The islands of 
the southern, western, and central Pacific Ocean, including Mel- 
anesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia. The term is sometimes extend- 
ed to encompass Australia, New Zealand, and the Malay Archi- 
pelago. — 0'ce*an'l*an adj. & n. 

0*ce*an*ic (O'she-an'Ik) adj. 1. Of or relating to the ocean: 
"Like many oceanic islands, Bermuda was originally free of all 
mammals except the bat" (Dwight Holing). 2. Produced by or 
living in an ocean, especially in the open sea rather than in shal- 
low coastal waters. 3. Resembling an ocean in expanse; vast: 
oceanic steppes. 

0'Ce a a*nid (6-s§'a-nId) n., pi. O ce arvl-des (6'sS-an'- 
i-deV). Greek Mythology. Any of the ocean nymphs believed to 
be the daughters of Oceanus and Tethys. [Greek okeanis, 
dkeanid-, from Okeanos, Oceanus.] 

0*cean«og*ra*phy (6'sha-nog'ra-fe) n. Abbr. oceanog. 
The exploration and scientific study of the ocean and its phenom- 
ena. Also called oceanology. — o'cean»og'ra«pher n. — o'- 
cean -o graph 'ic (o'sha-na-graf Mk), o'coan-o-graph' i-cal 
adj. — o'cean«o*graph'i*cal*ly adv. 

0*cean«ol*0*gy (6'sha-n6l'a-j€) n. See oceanography. 
— o'cean«o»log'lc (6'sha-na-loj'Ik), o'cean*o-log'i*cal (-1- 
kal) adj. — o'cean«o«log'i«cal»ly adv. — o'cean-ol'O'gist n. 

ocean perch n. See rosefish. 

0*cean*side (6'shan-sld'). A city of southern California 
north-northwest of San Diego. It is a seaside resort and trade 
center. 

Ocean sunfish n. A marine fish (Mola mola) with a large glob- 
ular body, found in warm and temperate seas. Also called mola. 

0*ce*a*nus (6-s6'a-nas) n. Greek Mythology. A Titan god of 
the outer sea encircling the earth and the father of the Oceanides 
and the river gods. 

OC*el*lat*ed (ds'a-lfi'tld, 6'sa-, 6-sel'a'-) also oc- el late 
(-lfif) adj. 1. Having an ocellus or ocelli. 2. Resembling an 
ocellus. 3. Having spots. [Latin ocelldtus, having little eyes, 
from ocellus, diminutive of oculus, eye. See ocellus.] — oc'eh 
la 'Hon n. 

O-ceMus (6-sel'as) n., pi. o-cel-li (6-sel'T')- 1* A small sim- 
ple eye, found in many invertebrates, usually consisting of a few 
sensory cells and a single lens. 2: A marking that resembles an 
eye, as on the tail feathers of a male peacock; an eyespot. [Latin, 
diminutive of oculus, eye. See ok w - in Appendix.] — o* eel Mar 
(6-sel'ar) adj. 

OC*e*lot (6s'a-l6t', 6 'sa-) n. A nocturnal wildcat (Felis parda- 
lis or Leopardus pardalis) of the brush and forests of the south- 
west United States and Central and South America, having a 
grayish or yellow coat with black spots. [French, from Nahuatl 
ocelot I.} 

0*cher or o*chre (O'kar) n. 1 . Any of several earthy mineral 
oxides of iron occurring in yellow, brown, or red and used as pig- 
ments. 2. Color. A moderate orange yellow, from moderate or 
deep orange to moderate or strong yellow. [Middle English oker, 
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